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Sharing the Caring

In Huntsville and Madison County

“Fall is falling” all around us with leaves on
the ground, coolness in the air, football, Black
Friday around the corner, and recipe books open
trying to find the perfect addition to our Thanks-
giving feast. My favorite part of Thanksgiving is
the gathering of family around my kitchen.
Some are no longer with us this year, and their
absence saddens me, but having another grand-
baby on the way brings joy to my heart and a
smile to my face.

Trying to find the right words every quarter
for this newsletter only gets harder. There are
times when my heart truly bleeds for the mission
of this organization. The good works that go on
every day through our amazing volunteers is
more than I can express to you in words. The
phone calls that we receive every time we walk
in the door are always a new and different story;
a plea for help with requests for food, transporta-
tion, errand assistance, or prayer. Loneliness is
the silent cry of many of the calls we receive.
We are so blessed to have volunteers who step
up and say, “I can! I willl When, and where?”
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Last week we provided over 12 transportations
to medical appointments; countless referrals to
help with food and utilities; Handi-Ride tickets to
someone at the mission wanting to go to the
Community Free Clinic; a referral to adult day
care for the elderly; a request for toilet tissue;
diapers for a dad; Ensure for a mother who will
no longer eat; house shoes for a client in the hos-
pital; a bedside commode; and a washing ma-
chine for an elderly lady who has been placing
blankets and towels around the base of her ma-
chine for months. Providing all of these things is
not about Friends, Inc. It's about allowing God to
use this organization to serve those in need. As
we go into the New Year it is my prayer that you
will continue to lift up this organization as we
provide assistance and support to each person,
one need at a time.

With the gift-giving season drawing near and
the end of the year quickly approaching, I would
like to encourage you to remember Friends, Inc.
It is our desire to better serve this community and
those that are in need. Allow Friends, Inc. to con-
tinue being a light to those who find themselves
in a dark place.

I hope you will have a blessed holiday season
and enjoy your time together with those you love.
Have fun, laugh a lot, and eat all the turkey and
pie you can hold!

fm DBrewer




A few weeks ago one of our clients, suffering with a
severe headache, called to request transportation to a
medical appointment. Transportation was arranged and
our volunteer picked up our client at her home to take
her to an MRI appointment. The test’s results showed a
mass on our client’s brain. Our client was sent immedi-
ately to the hospital where all the unsettling news began
to unfold; news that told her that her stage 4 lung cancer
had metastasized to her brain. In the midst of this physi-
cal and emotional upheaval, our volunteer stayed with
our client the entire time, making phone calls for her and
not leaving her side until she was settled and resting in
her hospital room that evening. The following day
Friends, Inc. had the privilege of providing clothing to
our client at the hospital, making personal visits, and
offering the comfort of much-desired prayers. Groceries
and a hot plate of food were later delivered to our cli-
ent’s home following her brain surgery and a week's stay
in the hospital.
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January 18" and 19th, Noon to 4PM
Hospice Family Care Building
Cost: $14

Driver Safety

Thankfully, our client seems to be doing well, but |
would like for you to focus for just a minute on the vol-
unteer that was with her that day. Our volunteer did so
much more than provide a ride to the doctor’s office. The
minute our client stepped into her car, our volunteer be-
came this client’s friend; someone who cares enough to
sit with you for as long as needed; holds your hand to
share your burden, offers a smile to communicate hope;
and even cries with you to remind you that you are val-
ued and not alone.

Our volunteers are friends in every sense of the word.
They put into action our mission to provide invaluable
support to those in need. They are caring, dedicated,
compassionate, and hard-working. Our volunteers make
the world a kinder, brighter place because of their com-
mitment and concern. We are so blessed to have such
generous and devoted men and women serving as
Friends, Inc. volunteers.

This classroom refresher is designed for drivers over
the age of 50. There will be no tests to obtain a comple-
tion certificate and graduates may qualify for a 3-year
auto insurance discount. There is a $2 discount towards
the class registration fee for AARP members with a cur-
rent membership card. Class size is limited to 25. To
register, or for more information, please call Sherry or
Jan at 256-534-4079.
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We are presently seeking sponsorships for
$10.00 gift cards
in order to give each of our clients a
gift card to use towards the purchase
of a ham for Christmas.

William Emanuel, Opal Glover, Ronald Norwood, and Mary McCool
Thank you for allowing Friends, Ine. to be apart of their lues.
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What better time to express thanks to our Friends, Inc. benefactors! Thank you for making Autumn Evening 2011

a great success. Through donations and auction items, we benefited $26,000.00. We would like to thank our sponsors,
donors, and those who financially supported or attended this worthy cause. It was an awesome night of fun and excite-
ment with over 125 auction items and plenty of food for all to enjoy.

Also I would like to say thank you to everyone who helped provide Thanksgiving for our families this holiday sea-
son. | sent out an email saying we would provide Thanksgiving bags filled with a turkey and all the trimmings for over
50 families and the floor was full of bags by the end of the week with more than enough money to purchase the turkeys
and plate dinners for those unable to prepare a meal. Again, I have no words to express how this ministry continues to
bless my life. On November 22nd, the dinners will be delivered by volunteers who will do more than drop off a bag
full of groceries, but will also provide a friendly visit from someone who cares. [ have reminded each volunteer that it's
not about the food, it's about the visit; the looking into the patients’ eyes and letting them know they are special and
that we care about them.

Again, thank you, thank you, thank you to all who make this work possible. ] B,
an rewer

A Special ThankYou To Our Autumn Evening Sponsors

AVIAGEN, Clearview Cancer Institute, Center For Cancer Care, COLSA,
Dr. and Mrs. George Harriman, Huntsville Hospital, Orion Transcription, and Regions Bank

Thank You

Anita Geinert, Cabot Creamery,
Creative Catering, In Bloom Florist,
Mullins Special Occasions,
and all the many donors who donated to

our silent auction!






patients with serious illnesses or disabilities,
SHARING THE CARING enabling them to maintain their

IN HUNTSVILLE AND independence through caring volunteers.
MADISON COUNTY
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P.O. Box 608

Huntsville AL 35804
www.friendsinc.net

RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED

Are you currently giving to the COMBINED FEDERAL CAMPAIGN?
If so, please remember Friends, Inc. CFC # 40931

Are you currently giving to the Combined Federal Campaign? If so, do you know how your money is being
used? It is time to take control of your donation and make sure it goes to help those who are in need.

Friends, Inc. is located in Huntsville, Alabama and has served Madison County residents since 1998. Our goal is to
provide volunteer support to patients with serious illnesses or disabilities, and to their families.

You can help us continue this work at no additional cost to you. You simply need to specifically designate Friends,
Inc. CFC # 40931 to receive your CFC donation. Please help us to continue sharing the caring in Madison County. If
you have any questions about our organization, please call us at 256-534-4079 or visit us on the web at
www.friendsinc.net.

YOUR DONATIONS CAN HELP THOSE WHO ARE SERIOUSLY ILL OR DISABLED

Friends, Inc. serves the Huntsville/Madison County community by providing support services such as:

*Transportation to medical and cancer treatment appointments *Emotional support through friendly visits and phone calls
*Respite care for caregivers of patients *Access to community resources and spiritual support as needed
*Running errands-grocery shopping, RX pickup, etc. *Handicap-accessible van with lift

*Lending medical supply closet



